BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH

CHRISTMAS MASSES

Christmas Eve – December 24th
4:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass
7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Day – December 25
12:00 a.m.
Midnight Mass
10:00 a.m.
Christmas Day Mass

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Masses for Holy Day of Obligation
New Year’s Eve – December 31st
4:00 p.m.
Vigil Mass
7:00 p.m.
Vigil Mass

New Year’s Day – January 1st
10:00 a.m.
Holy Day Mass
Our Parish Mission
We, the family of the Church of the Blessed Sacrament,
are a People of Blessing, called to be a living sign of God’s
love for the world to each other and to all we meet.
Parish Office
(740) 345-4290
Parish web page: www.blsac.net
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday
Registration: New members are requested to register through the Parish
Office. Please notify us of changes of address and phone. If you have
not been attending regularly, you may want to call the office to make sure
that you are still “on our books.”
Pastoral Staff
Pastor Father Jonathan F. Wilson
Deacon Patrick Wilson
Deacon Robert Ghiloni, retired
Blessed Sacrament School (K through 8)
394 East Main Street
(740) 345-4125
Principal: Mrs. Mary Packham
Schedule of Liturgies
Our Usual Weekend Schedule:
Reconciliation:
Saturday – 4:00-4:30 p.m.
Masses:
Saturday – 5:00 p.m.
		
Sunday – 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Daily Services:
Tuesdays: Reconciliation, 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays: Daily Mass, 6:15 p.m.
Wednesdays, Thursdays: 8:15 a.m. Daily Mass
Fridays: 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days:
Check our bulletin or web page (www.blsac.net) for Mass times.
First Saturday Latin Mass:
Celebrated at 8:15 a.m. on the First Saturday of each month. The
Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered following this Mass at 9:15 a.m.

Devotion to the Eucharist
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
  Wednesdays: You are invited to spend part of your day once a week
in Adoration of the Lord Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. The Host is exposed
on the altar in the church from 8:45 a.m. Wednesday, after the Morning
Mass, all day until Midnight unless otherwise announced.
   Our Eucharistic Lord is adored also on Mondays from 12:00 noon
until 8:00 p.m. and Tuesdays from 12:00 Noon until 6:00 p.m. in our
church.
All Night Vigil at Corpus Christi
It is an annual tradition in our parish to have adoration through the
night on the weekend of our Parish Feast Day of Corpus Christi, the
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. Corpus Christi will be
May 28th and 29th, 2016.
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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
   I pray that you and your family have a most
blessed and merry Christmas. As Christians, we truly
have something to celebrate! The birth of the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, is an amazing event that is cause
for rejoicing! In Christ, born for us a savior, we see the
great love of God made visible. We marvel that the Eternal Son of God
assumed our human nature, while remaining true God, and was born in
humble circumstances.
   During this Year of Mercy called for by Pope Francis, we can marvel
at the great Mercy of God in the birth of Christ. We needed a savior.
We needed to be able to see and hear our Savior. The birth of Christ
represents the plan for our salvation that God had in mind from the
beginning of time. This plan was brought to completion when the wood
of the manger became the wood of the Cross and the Creator hung upon
His Creation for our salvation.
   The merciful act of the birth of Christ is a call for us to share mercy.
We who have received much are called to give much. We who have
received such mercy are called to share mercy with others. During this
year, the Holy Father has called us to be renewed in the Corporal and
Spiritual Works of Mercy.
   In this Year of Mercy, we can marvel that God has made Himself so
approachable. It is amazing to watch how a baby transforms the most
serious and hardened adults. All of us feel comfortable to approach a
baby. The vulnerability, weakness, dependence, and trust of an infant
is something deeply moving. And, to think that Christ, the Son of God,
became an infant for us is something beyond our comprehension. During
Christmas we celebrate how God has become so approachable for us.
He who is “other” has become “us” in order that we might have the
courage of approaching. Come, let us adore Him!
   Last year, in my Christmas message I reported that we had begun
our capital campaign for the restoration of the church. It is a great joy to
stop and think about the progress we have made in one year! We have
received over 1.2 million dollars in pledges! What a beautiful expression
of the love that the people of Blessed Sacrament have for God! Thanks
to all who have made a sacrificial pledge for our campaign! For those
who haven’t pledged, it is not too late. Your pledge will help us complete
those projects that we hope to do but have to put off until more funds
are given. Simply contact the parish office if you want to make a pledge!
The work on the church will begin on April 11th and, if all goes well, will
be completed by Christmas 2016. That will be a special date for us as
it will be the 75th anniversary of the first Mass celebrated in our parish
church. Please continue to keep our restoration project in your prayers.
Throughout this year, we have been praying for the restoration of our
church and renewal of our parish. It makes no sense to restore a church
and yet have our numbers slowly decline. All of us know people who are
slipping away from the practice of the Catholic Faith. I regularly see this
sad “slipping away from the faith” at funerals. Our faith has been through
a tumultuous fifty years. We are called to rediscover, in a deeper way,
the gift of our faith in Jesus Christ and in the Catholic Church that He
established on the rock of St. Peter. Our regular and faithful attendance
at Mass, publicly living the faith (for example, by being married in the
church for those who wish to marry), support of the church, regular
practice of confession, and living the faith in every dimension of our lives
becomes a powerful witness in a world that is hungering for more. I pray
that all of us will be renewed in our faith during this year. I am looking
forward to sharing with the parish a program called Alpha that we will be
starting in February with the goal of the spiritual renewal of our parish.
The theme of our campaign for the restoration of our church and renewal
of parish is “To Restore All Things in Christ.” To restore all things in
Christ is to place all things under Christ’s rule. It is to bring the reign
of Christ to every aspect of our lives. Each of us and all of us together
are continuously called to this deeper conversion in order that we might
respond more fully to the universal call to holiness. I pray that Christ,
born for us a savior, will awaken in us a deeper appreciation for the gift of
our faith and a deeper response in our living of the faith.
May the Lord bless you and your family!
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Wilson

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The Angelus

This is the prayer prayed in early morning, at noon, and in the evening,
6:00 p.m. Through this constant presence in the midst of everyday,
the Christian proclaims that all our time and all our human space is
transformed by the Incarnation, the presence of God with us.
The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
Response: And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
(Hail Mary)
Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
Response: May it be done unto me according to Your word.
(Hail Mary)
And the Word was made flesh.
Response: And dwelt among us.
(Hail Mary)
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
Response: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: O Lord, it was through the message of an angel that we
learned of the Incarnation of Christ, Your Son. Pour Your grace into
our hearts, and by His Passion and Cross bring us to the glory of His
Resurrection. Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

   If you have been away from the Church for a while, perhaps you
may wish to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation to assist you in a
renewal of your commitment to God and His Church.
   The usual times for Reconciliation are listed in this bulletin. Parish
Penance Services are scheduled in Advent and Lent. Feel free to
approach any priest to request the Sacrament.
Here is a common form:
“Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been _______ (amount of
time in weeks, months, years) since my last Confession. These are my
sins: ____________________ (begin to tell the priest the sins that you
are confessing).”
   An act of Contrition is part of the celebration. You may use any form
you may remember. The simplest expression of sorrow may be “Lord
Jesus, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Or you may use a common form
that you have memorized.
   Here is another formula: “Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for
having offended Thee. And I detest all of my sins, because of Thy just
punishments. But most of all because I offend Thee, my God, Who art
all good and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of
Thy grace, to sin no more and to avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen.”
   The priest will give you a “penance” to perform, an action or prayer
to indicate your sorrow for your sins, and then he will give you absolution
(forgiveness) from your sins. Don’t worry if you are nervous about the
Sacrament. Just ask the priest for his help and you will be fine!

Blessed Sacrament School students and staff wish all
of you a very Merry and Blessed Christmas! We would like

to invite you to join our school and be part of the Crusader Family. Our
Open House and Registration for the 2016-2017 school year is Sunday,
January 24, 2016, from 11:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. We have free before and
after school daycare for Kindergarten, busing from all local school
districts, a virtue program for character development, sports, girls group,
Boy Scouts and much more! Call 740-345-4125.
Mary Packham
Principal

For those who are not Catholic

We welcome you to our parish! If you have any questions or are interested
in learning more about the Catholic Faith, give us a call. The process
for Adults who choose to join the Church is called the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (The R.C.I.A.). Classes begin in September and run
through May. Inquiries may be made at any time through the year.
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The Sacrament of Confirmation

Our parish celebrates the Sacrament of Confirmation every year with our
Eighth graders, and any adult Catholics who have not yet received the
Sacrament. Our parish will celebrate this sacrament in 2016. If you are in
need of the Sacrament of Confirmation, please call the Parish Office to
begin the process of preparation.

Parish Stewardship

Scripture teaches us to return to God a tithe, that is, 10% of the material
possessions we produce. In the Catholic Church, this is understood to
be a personal charge to each family. It is usual to contribute 5% to one’s
local Parish community for ordinary needs, and 5% to other charities and
works for the public good. Registered parishioners receive a monthly
packet of envelopes which include the weekly stewardship and the
other collections that are taken through the course of the year. Guest
envelopes are available at the doors of the church.
Our Centennial Building, completed in 2005, was built through the
support of the Diocese of Columbus through a loan from the Parish
Aid Fund. We have a substantial debt to repay. All contributions to the
Building Fund are used to cover the cost of interest and to lower the
principle owed to the Diocese.
We are always in need of ideas and assistance for creating income to
offset expenses of Parish and School. Your contribution and suggestions
will be gratefully received!
Blessed Sacrament Endowments
Blessed Sacrament depends on the generosity of all the members of
the Parish and School families to meet the day-to-day fiscal needs. We
are also blessed to have six endowments in the Catholic Foundation
of Columbus that promise to assist the life of our parish and school
community into the future.
The Endowment Funds currently held by the Catholic Foundation on
behalf of Blessed Sacrament are:
The Blessed Sacrament Education Endowment Fund, established May
21, 1991.
The Norbert Rubeck Education Endowment Fund, established December
15, 1998.
The Church of the Blessed Sacrament Parish Endowment Fund,
established December 12, 2007.
The Blessed Sacrament School Alumni Association Endowment Fund
established July 1, 2008.
The Frank, Patricia & Mark Rubeck for Blessed Sacrament Church and
School Endowment Fund established October 18, 2013.
Nathan Fitzsimmons Vogelmeier Endowment Fund for tuition assistance,
established September 1, 2015.
Contributions may be in the form of cash, check or other receivables.
For more information contact:
Craig Heppner, Development Officer
The Catholic Foundation
Toll Free (866) 928-8893
The Community of our Parish
Our parish family gathers at many different times throughout the year
for fellowship beyond our Sunday worship. One Sunday of each month
is Donut Sunday. We have times for prayer and social gatherings with
other members of the parish through organizations such as the Widows
Club, Holy Name Society Men’s Group, Knights of Columbus, and other
organizations.
You are most welcome to join us for any of these gatherings. If nothing
fits the bill for you, then perhaps it is a call to start something new. God
invites us to share faith and fellowship with our brothers and sisters in
the Lord.
Ministries in the Parish include Altar Servers, Ushers and Greeters,
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Bereavement
Ministry, St. Vincent DePaul Society, Home and School, School Advisory
Board, Finance Committee, and many others. Where is God calling you
to serve?

